
Hi all. It doesn’t seem all that long ago that I took over as Club Chairman and hav-
ing experienced many challenges already there is still a great deal more that lies 
ahead.  

�It is with great reluctance that we have to up sticks and move elsewhere to start 
afresh. I, like you, are very saddened by this event. We must remember that we 
have been living on borrowed time for quite a while now. It was only a matter of 
when and not if it would take place. Over the last decade our club has had to make 
huge sacrifices and endure impossible demands made to it from the management. 
Despite this, the Club continued to weather the storm and hold its ground which is 
an outstanding achievement by any standards.  

�We owe our thanks to our predecessors who have been in the chair over the 
years, especially Ken Dancer and Tom Roberts for continually applying the pres-
sure and fighting our cause, which has contributed much in delaying the inevitable 
which would have certainly resulted in us losing the Centre very early on. 

�Looking back I used to be a member of the club not long after it was formed. I 
enjoyed meeting the lads in their wheelchairs and experiencing the thrill of helping 
them set up the station for special events etc. I must congratulate everyone in-
volved from those who had initially set up the club back in the early days to those 
who have contributed ever since.  

�The long term future of the club appears to be in good shape and I’m sure many 
of you have already heard the Llanishen Scout Hall will be our new home from 
July. I’m very pleased that we have found a new and great place to meet. More 
important it doesn’t cost us the earth. I’m sorry that some of you have expressed 
your disapproval over either the location of the venue or the parking problems as-
sociated with it. The trouble is we’ve had it far too easy for too long.  

�What’s the alternative you may ask?  Well, pay extortionate fees to hire a local 
hall, admittedly it’s got better parking facilities but you will have to contribute to a 
much higher club subscription to recoup the cost or face the worst case scenario 
of not meeting at all. Certainly a bit of inconvenience is a small price to pay in 
comparison to the alternative. I’m sure your enthusiasm for the club will not deter 
you attending this new and vibrant meeting place. The extra effort is well worth it 
to continue belonging to a superb Radio Club.  

�Finally we are very fortunate to have a contact through James Jenkins who on our 
behalf has negotiated with Pete Maskell the Scout Leader for the future use of the 
Scout building. Without this it would not have been possible.  

�Already the committee have been very enthusiastic discussing various ideas to 
make use of the extra facilities available to us at the scout hall. So our new home 
promises to be an even brighter future.  My thanks go to James for his tremendous 
effort in securing us such an excellent venue. 

��

Best 73   

Steve  Williams  

Chairman 

Chairman’s Sound Bytes 
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HARC member-
ship badges are 
now available 
from Brian 
MW0GKX. 
They are high 

quality laminated plastic with your 
name, call sign and optional photo-
graph.  

Special members discount price - 
£1.50 

�For further details or to place an order 
contact Brian MW0GKX 

The HARC website is going from 
strength to strength with new and inter-
esting articles on the history of radio, 
extensive training material for all 
classes of licence, operating reference 
information such as RST codes, Q 
codes, country call signs, reviews of 
equipment and a great deal of technical 
information for amateur radio enthusi-
asts.  

Our resident webmaster Brian 
MW0GKX has done an amazing job 
and the website is well worth a visit. 
Just type http://www.highfields-
arc.co.uk  into your web browser. 

 

Brian is always on the look out for new 
material for the website.  

If you would like to write a review of 
your radio equipment, share a memory 
of a radio event or simply to comment 
on the site, then please contact him by 
clicking the email links on the website. 
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Congratulations to Selwyn AXG and Dave 
MWL for assisting RAYNET at a recent Cancer 
Research Cycle Ride.  

Despite the appalling weather conditions 
throughout the morning Selwyn and Dave 
helped Raynet whilst mobile at various check-
points along the Cycle Route from Thornhill to 
the coast road, the City Centre and back.  

Considering Dave or Selwyn had never done 
this before, their Raynet message handling 
procedure was excellent.  

Thanks also to our members who belong to 
Raynet that also took part in this exercise. 
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On the weekend of 26th to 28th May the 
Llanishen Scouts Glamboree was held 
at Tredegar Park in Newport. A special 
call sign GB1LSG was issued to mark 
the occasion of 100 years since Baden 
Powell held his first Scout camp on 
Brownsea Island in 1907. Llanishen 
Scouts asked the Highfields Club to 
join them for an amateur radio activity 
day in the fields of Tredegar House. 

 

�It was intended to demonstrate and possibly teach the use of 
morse code to the scouts but due to unforeseen circumstances 
this was not possible.  Instead the scouts were given the oppor-
tunity to send their own greetings messages and a long queue 
was soon in evidence outside the radio tent. 

 

�The club members covered the event from the Saturday through 
to Whitsun Bank Holiday Monday and the scout leaders for the 
1st Llanishen Group were very impressed with our operation. A 
couple of 10 year old boys showed great interest in both amateur 
radio and scouting and they will be making their first visit to the 
scout hall some time in July. 

 

 We operated mainly on HF and 2m but James found opening on 
6m late on the Sunday evening and worked into North East-
ern Europe.  

 

�The event was organised by Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan 
Scouts Council (CATVOG) and was visited by more than 1000 
people over the weekend. 

6th July 2007 - Grand Opening of the new venue at Llanishen Scout Hall (Chips with 
everything fish etc. and a glass of Champagne) 

13th July 2007 - Chat Night.  

21st July 2007 - St Philip Evans fete – amateur radio demo – special call sign 
GB0SPE 

20th July 2007 - Chat Night / Committee Meeting. 

27th July 2007 - Club Barbeque (Note there will be a small charge per head to cover 
the cost of the food) 

3rd August 2007 - Chat Night or Talk T.B.A. 

10thAugust 2007 - Club Raffle (Bring a Prize minimum £1). 

17th August 2007 - Chat night/Committee Meeting  
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�With effect from 1st May 2007 
persons wishing to take the 
Foundation Course Licence 
Exam shall pay the normal 
£34.00 examination fees and 12 
months club subscription (non - 
negotiable) of which £20-00 will 
be forwarded to the RSGB for 
their administration fees.   

A new Monday evening net is currently being 
planned by Robert WQV using the new 70cm 
repeater GB3MG. The repeater is in the final 
stages of licensing and will be available for 
testing very soon.  

 

�The frequencies for GB3MG will be 430.900 
MHz RX and 438.500 MHz TX. This is a 
+7.6Mhz shift wide split repeater, so you will 
have to program your radio to do it as all UK 
amateur 70cms equipment have the normal 
1.6mhz shift. You should try this out soon in 
readiness for when it becomes operational, just 
in case you have problems later.  GB3MG will 
require either a 1750hz tone or 94.8Hz CTCSS 
in order to access it. 

 

�Don’t forget that the Wednesday evening net 
at 7.30pm is still running as usual on the club 
frequency of 145.275Mhz 
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It is an annual, weekend Scouting and amateur radio event spon-
sored by the World Scout Bureau of the World Organization of 
the Scout Movement. Thousands of amateur radio stations 
around the world participate. 
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The club committee are always 
on the look out for new fundrais-
ing ideas especially to cover the 
cost of the hall.  Please contact 
Steve CUR with any thoughts 
on how you can help. 


